
August 2015   
Praying For Church leaders 

Pray First:  Then, read the Mission Statement: 
 
WELCOME: Have everyone in the room share with their favorite thing is 
about God and what they like most about the church. 
 
LESSON:  Paul writes to Timothy and gives us a hefty list of 
qualifications for a Pastor. These are not the only qualifications buy there 
are enough to get a good understanding of what a Pastor must be.  
Let’s read it. 

1 Timothy 3:1-7 (ESV) 1. The saying is trustworthy: if anyone 
aspires to the office of overseer (Pastor), he desires a noble task. 
2. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4. He must manage his own 
household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5. 
For if someone does not know how to manage his own 
household, how will he care for God’s church? 6. He must not be 
a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7. Moreover, he must be 
well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, 
into a snare of the devil.  

 
This list reveals a number of demands that fall on the life of a Pastor and 
his family.  The emotional demand and constant pull on a Pastor’s life and 
their family reveals the need for prayer.  
 
Being a Church Member means that we pray for the leadership in the 
church. We must have ongoing intercessory prayer for our Pastor and 
other leadership in the church along with their family; otherwise our 
church will not be healthy. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Here are a few things we should pray for when praying for our Pastor and 
leadership in the church. 
 
1. Pray for his Preaching – We should pray that God would give our 
Pastor the wisdom, insight and words to preach.  It is an incredible task 

to speak and preach the Word of God every week again and again. 
 

2. Pray for the Pastor’s Family – According to 1 Timothy 3:5 Pastors must 
work hard to care for their family. They worry about neglecting their family 
because of the demands of the church. They worry about their family 
living in a glass house. They hurt when people direct negative comments 
at family members. Few families face the kinds of pressures and 
expectations as the families of Pastors. 

 
3. Pray for His Protection – Can you list some of the qualifications of a 
Pastor from 1 Timothy 3:2-4? The word reproach means “to find fault”. 
So to be “above reproach” means to be above finding fault. While our 
Pastor is not expected to be perfect, he is to have a reputation above 
most everyone else. In verse 7 Paul lists the devil’s trap, what do you 
think Paul is talking about?  
 

“The Devil” is obvious, but “trap” should be considered. A trap is 
something that is set intentionally. It means that the devil has devised 
a plan to bring the Pastor down – A TRAP 
 
The nature of this trap will be temptation where the Pastor’s 
reputation will be harmed. 

 
Can you see why we Church Members must pray for the Pastor’s 
protection? 
 
4. Pray for his Physical & Mental Health – Although we may all think our 
Pastor is a little crazy sometimes, the truth is serving and leading a church 
well expends all of a Pastor’s energy. Being constantly on call a Pastor 
will often neglect his own health and well-being.  We should pray for the 
protection of the Pastor’s health. 
 
Pastor has to make dozens of decisions each week   that require 
discernment and wisdom. He needs wisdom to know what to preach and 
teach and how to present God’s Word. He needs wisdom on dealing with 
people and the demands on him. 
We who are church members should pray for the health of our Pastor. He 
will feel stress and pressure every day. We can pray that he will 
experience the peace that only God can give 
 
 



 
 

HOME FELLOWSHIP MISSION STATEMENT 
 
It is the mission of the Home Groups to provide the Body of Christ 
a safe haven to minister to the needs of others by opening our 
homes in fellowship, joining together in worship, and encouraging 
each other to become more like Christ. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Ladies Event – August 14th 
 
Men’s Conference – August 21st & 22nd 
 
Purpose Institute – August 28th & 29th 
 
Church Picnic – September 7th 
 
 


